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For newsletter contributions, contact Barbara Donahue 
via e-mail at BarbaraMD_2000@yahoo.com 
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Website: minischnauzer.org  /  Webmaster: Kelly Radcliffe

The MVMSC Specialty is October 13, 2018 in 
cooperation with the All-Breed Catonsville Kennel 
Club Dog Show, and in conjunction with the Fall 
Fest Cluster.  

The show is held at the Howard County 
Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Road, West 
Friendship, MD 21794. The closing date is Wed, 
Sept 26th; Superintendent is MB-F, Inc. Premium 
is available at https://bit.ly/2Nfw1pm 

We are pleased to have Ms. Peggy Beisel-
McIlwaine judging the Regular Classes and 
MVMSC member Ms. Sharon Edwards judging 
Puppy and Veteran Sweepstakes.  

As of the publishing of this newsletter, the ring 
number and judging times are unavailable. 

The MVMSC Annual member luncheon and silent 
auction immediately follows the Miniature 
Schnauzer judging. Bring your Schnauzers and 
invite a friend that has a Mini but is not yet a 
member of the club. Details will be emailed when 
available 

Bring a donation for the silent auction; all funds 
raised at the member meeting silent auctions 
support the clubs trophy fund for our 
conformation specialty and two supported entry 
shows. 
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Ms. Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine, Ann Arbor , MI 

It wasn't until high school that Peggy BeiselMcIlwaine discovered the world of dog shows. After gradu-
ating in 1973, she bought her first show dog, an Old English Sheepdog. She continued her education 
by attending the University of Wisconsin in Green Bay, and showing her dog on weekends. In 1977 
Peggy began a three year apprenticeship with Terrier master George Ward, where she discovered her 
love for terriers, specifically Wire Fox Terriers. It was also during her apprenticeship with Ward that 
Peggy met her husband to be, Sandy McIlwaine. They married in 1980, establishing Foxairn Kennels in 
Ann Arbor, specializing in Wire Fox and Cairn terriers. One notable handling client, among others in 
their thriving business, was the legendary Cairn breeder Mrs. Betty Hyslop, of Ontario, Canada.  

In 1996 Peggy retired from the demands of professional handling and was approved to judge the Terrier 
Group and Junior Showmanship. She is also approved to judge the Sporting, Herding Groups and is 
permit for the toy group, and several additional breeds. She has judged internationally, with assign-
ments in the UK, Australia, Scandinavia, the Philippines, South America, Mexico, Spain, South Korea 
and China. She has judged at Westminster on many occasions, and in 2006 judged the terrier group. 
She has judged at the AKC/Eukanuba Invitational show on a few occasions and judged the terrier 
group in 2012. She has judged breeds at the famous Montgomery County Terrier show on several oc-
casions and in 2010 she was honored by judging best in show at this famous terrier show.  

Peggy is a member of the Westchester Kennel Club where she serves as chief ring steward. She also 
belongs to several of their breed clubs. Peggy and Sandy no longer breed Cairns or Wires and now 
share their home with a colored bull terrier named Sport and a white bull bitch named Lily. 
(Information from InfoDog.com) 

Ms. Sharon Edwards, Laytonsville, MD 

As a long time member of MVMSC and American Miniature Schnauzer Club, Sharon is well known for 
the beautiful champion line, Lonestar Miniature Schnauzers. Sharon has held many positions with 
MVMSC and AMSC in addition to her demanding career in the non-profit world. MVMSC is fortunate to 
have Sharon as a member and significant, longtime contributor to the club. Sharon will be judging Pup-
py and Veteran Sweepstakes. If you have not had the opportunity, there is nothing sweeter than watch-
ing the Puppy and Veterans Sweeps… the puppies are learning what is expected of them in the ring 
and the Veterans are thrilled to once again strut their stuff for the spectators. 

2017 MVMSC Specialty Trophy Table and Member Meeting / Luncheon 
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Warrenton Kennel Club Show, Saturday, September 29, 2018  
Hunt Country Cluster; MVMSC supported entry; the show is held at the Long Branch Historic House 
and Farm in Millwood, VA. The Board will hold a meeting immediately following Miniature Schnauzer 
judging.  

MVMSC Specialty Show, Member Luncheon and Meeting, Saturday, Oct 13, 2018  
This is MVMSC’s primary conformation show of the year, so add this date and location to your calen-
dar! Join fellow members for fun and to enjoy the wonderful club luncheon available after the Miniature 
Schnauzer conformation judging ends. This is a great opportunity to meet the new Board members. A 
board meeting will be held following the luncheon and club meeting. Member awards will be presented 
at the luncheon. The show is hosted by the Catonsville Kennel Club (CKC) and is held at the Howard 
County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Road, West Friendship, MD 21794. CKC also offers Obedience 
Rally Obedience competitions during this cluster show. 

HOLIDAY PARTY 
MVMSC is in need of a location in MD, VA or Washington D.C. at which we can hold our holiday party. 
Know of a restaurant, community center, country club, hotel meeting room, a members home, library or 
any place you think can accommodate approximately 20-25 members? If a restaurant, members will be 
responsible for purchasing their meal and beverages. If at a public facility without food or a members 
home, members will be asked to bring a side dish. Members that wish to participate in the gift ex-
change, please bring a wrapped $15 gift. The club would also like to have a silent auction… so think of 
a few items you have that you’d like to donate. Contact Paula Tibbs at schnauzermom@hotmail.com or 
540-295-9803 (cell) or any Board member with location suggestions. 

Club Members, please read the below information from the AKC Legislative Committee and consider 
contacting your elected officials using the AKC’s provided letter template. 

Urge U.S. Senate to Advance HR 4577 NOW to Support National Security Defense, Purpose-Bred 
Dog Breeding and Standards for US Bomb-Sniffing Dogs  

September 12, 2018 
Summary: The U.S. imports 80-90% of its bomb- sniffing dogs from overseas breeders. Increasing de-
mand and a shortage of dogs places U.S. national security in unnecessary jeopardy. HR 4577 creates 
a path forward to improve standards and capacity for explosives detection dogs and encourages do-
mestic breeding programs.  Please contact your Senators now and ask them to urge Senate leadership 
to advance HR 4577.  See below for more information.   
  
Since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, worldwide demand for high quality explosives detection 
dogs has skyrocketed. No technology is more efficient, accurate or cost effective than the explosives 
detection canine. 

Events Calendar

Legislative Alert - Take Action Today!

!3

mailto:schnauzermom@hotmail.com


Explosives detection canines are a critical resource used by U.S. troops overseas for force protection, 
and for domestic law enforcement and security to assure the safety of citizens at airports, stadiums, 
political gatherings and other public venues. 

Last fall, congressional testimony revealed that that 80-90% of U.S. explosives detection dogs are im-
ported from overseas breeders. Meanwhile, animal radicals continue to push for laws that effectively 
shut down American dog breeders. 

Without a solution to provide for more, specialized U.S.-bred detection dogs, American security will be-
come increasingly captive to the international scarcity of explosives detection dogs and the impact of 
geopolitical disturbances, animal health epidemics, and the U.S. ability to compete for the best explo-
sives detection dogs in highly competitive international markets.   

On August 28-30, 2018, the American Kennel Club (AKC) hosted the second annual U.S. Detection 
Dog Conference in Durham, North Carolina. The conference brought together leaders in all impacted 
fields to collaboratively develop solutions to this potential security crisis. Attendees included some two 
hundred experts -including policymakers, military, law enforcement, industry experts, top dog breeders 
and trainers, scientists, animal husbandry/welfare experts and others. 
The consensus of experts recognized that U.S. experts have the ability, expertise and desire to estab-
lish decentralized American breeding, raising and training facilities that not only meet America's needs, 
but can also produce some of the best explosives detection dogs in the world.   
Turning this expertise into a practical solution will require the establishment of sound technical, behav-
ioral and medical standards, with insight and experience from both private sources and government 
agencies. 

The Domestic Explosives Canine Capacity Building Act (HR 4577), which passed the U.S. House in 
January of 2018, provides a model to achieve this goal. It directs the Transportation Security Agency 
(TSA) to establish a working group of representatives from TSA, the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), national canine associations with expertise in breeding and pedigree, universities with experi-
ence related to explosives detection canines and canine breeding, and domestic canine breeders and 
vendors to establish these standards and present them to DHS. 

Support for HR 4577 and US detection dog breeding and training programs will improve safety and se-
curity for Americans at home and abroad. It also demonstrates one of the important values of American 
dog breeders and their dedication to purpose-bred dogs.  

Call to Action: 
Find Your Elected Officials and ask them to urge the Senate Commerce Committee to place HR 4577 in 
the text of Federal Aviation Administration Authorization Act (S. 1405). 
Click here for a fact sheet that you can share.  
View AKC's Letter to Senate Commerce Committee 

Sample Script: 
Dear Senator,   
I am a resident of your state, a dog lover and a voter.  I am extremely concerned about the impending 
shortage of high- quality explosives detection dogs that help keep Americans safe.  HR 4577, which 
passed the U.S. House in January, establishes standards and a working group to help address this na-
tional security issue by making American-bred dogs available to meet our growing reliance and de-
mand. This measure could be added to the FAA authorization (S 1405) this fall.  Please urge Senate 
Commerce Committee Leadership to advance this measure as soon as possible.  
Sincerely,  
(insert your name & address)  
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A case of canned Hills W/D food is available from Paula Tibbs for any member that would like it. Con-
tact her at schnauzermom@hotmail.com or 540-295-9803 (cell) if you are interested and to arrange 
getting the food. 

Sarius Bust A Move, aka Tucker, has completed puppy kindergarten & basic classes 
and is heading to more serious training at Dog Sense in Rockville, MD.  Tucker, from 
Debi Durst, is such a good, smart, and sweet puppy!  Not much to tell but he’s grow-
ing fast and is full of love! Hoping to figure out what he likes in training so we can 
head in that direction...enjoying the journey! Cindy Sanders 



Keepsake My Little Margie (Margie) earned her NoseWork 1 Title on Sunday September 
16th at the Poconos NoseWork trial held at Pinemere Camp in Bartonsville, PA. To earn 
this title, Margie had to correctly alert to birch in all four odor element hides- exterior, in-
terior, vehicles and containers. This was Margie’s first time trialing, so expectations were 
set low and she proved she has what it takes. Very proud of this girl and the obstacles 
she has overcome by training in NoseWork and Barn Hunt. NoseWork has it’s origin in 
search and rescue training and is open to all dogs. Barbara Donahue 

Member News
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