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Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club, serving Maryland, Virginia & Washington, DC since 1955 

“Celebrating the spirit of the Miniature Schnauzer” 

Presidents Letter 

Hi Everyone, 
First, I want to say we had a really good turn 
out for our supported entry in April at the Co-
lumbia Terrier Association.  Ms. Kathy Ferris 
(judge) did a very nice job and had plenty of 
beautiful dogs to choose from.  

I also want to thank Paula Tibbs who over-
saw the show and found the trophies. Lots of 
compliments from the fancy. Great job as al-
ways! The Mini Schnauzer attendees held an 
impromptu luncheon after the show and it 
was great to spend time with the exhibitors 
and club members in attendance.  

Second, we need to think of our upcoming 
year. Under our bylaws, the board must ap-
point a nominating committee in June. We're 
looking for two or three members who can 
volunteer a few hours for this committee. 
Anyone willing to volunteer, you can send 
me an email.before June 23.  

I want to wish everyone a fun and safe 
summer. And I hope to see you at our fall 
specialty and luncheon on October 12th.  

Sincerely 
Shawne Imler 
President 

Correction to the April 2019 Newsletter: 
Long time MVMSC member Jan Taylor 
should have been included in the list of 
members in attendance at Schnauzapalooza  
’19, in Gray Summit MO in April. Apologies, 
Jan, for the omission! 

2019 MVMSC Board of Directors  
Contact Information: 

Shawne Imler, President: shawne698@gmail.com


Leslie Cromer, Secretary: lesliecromer@aol.com


Kelly Radcliffe, Treasurer: schnzrsrule@comcast.net


Barbara Donahue, Director / Newsletter Editor: bar-
baramd_2000@yahoo.com


                       ***********************


Welcome to the Club! 

MVMSC is happy to introduce Eileen Madaio 
as a new club member. Eileen is a registered 
nurse and lives in Baltimore with Bailey, her 
salt & pepper MS girl that she got from 
Leslie Cromer. Eileen and John don’t belong 
to any other dog clubs and joined MVMSC to 
socialize with other MS owners and dogs.  

Bailey lives at 8842 Terrell Rd, Baltimore, 
MD 21236. Eileen can be reached at 
410-812-7947 or emadaio@yahoo.com. 
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Dilated Cardiomyopathy- Why You Need To Care 

Veterinary cardiologists have noticed in dogs an increase of a certain type of heart disease 
known as dilated cardiomyopathy or DCM. If not diagnosed early, DCM is deadly. This in-
crease in DCM cases seems to have an association with dogs fed diets that are considered 
boutique, exotic or grain-free. DCM is a serious disease whereby the heart becomes weak and 
enlarged.  

Recent reports suggest that there may be a relationship between certain dog foods and DCM.  
The extent of the problem is unknown and a specific cause has not yet been identified. How-
ever, there is some discussion that a taurine deficient diet may contribute to this condition.  

The U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) first alerted the public about this investigation in 
July 2018. Since then, the FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM) has taken a multi-
pronged approach to the investigation, collaborating with a variety of components of the animal 
health sector to collect and evaluate information about the DCM cases and the diets pets ate 
prior to becoming ill. Between January 1, 2014, and November 30, 2018, the FDA received 
300 reports of DCM (294 canine reports, 6 feline reports); 276 of these (273 canine, 3 feline) 
were reported after the July public notification about FDA’s investigation. Some of these re-
ports involved more than one affected animal from the same household. While there are dog 
breeds (typically large and giant breeds, plus Cocker Spaniels) that are known to have a ge-
netic predisposition to dilated cardiomyopathy, the reports to the FDA continue to span a wide 
range of breeds, including Miniature Schnauzers, that do not have a known genetic predisposi-
tion. 

In cases in which dogs ate a single primary diet (i.e., didn’t eat multiple food products, exclud-
ing treats), 90 percent reported feeding a grain-free food. Approximately 10 percent reported 
feeding a food containing grains and some of these diets were vegan or vegetarian. A large 
proportion of the reported diets in DCM cases – both grain-free and grain-containing – con-
tained peas and/or lentils in various forms (whole, flour, protein, etc.) as a main ingredient (list-
ed within the first 10 ingredients, before vitamins and minerals). The products included com-
mercially available kibble, canned and raw foods, as well as home-cooked diets. 

Veterinary nutritionists and cardiologists recommend switching dogs off of grain-free food. So 
as owners our next question is “what food should I feed my dog”? The manufacturers being 
suggested at this time are those that meet WSAVA guidelines: Purina, Iams, Royal Canin and 
Hills. No grain free formulas are being suggested, regardless of manufacturer, and the food 
must contain taurine.  

The University of Florida is recruiting healthy Miniature Schnauzers, Doberman Pinschers, and 
Golden Retrievers to investigate the possible association of diet to DCM. The MVMSC Board 
approved a $250 donation for this research project. Additionally, a donation jar will be available 
at upcoming member meetings for anyone interested in contributing toward this research. 

The Washington Post published an article about a family whose two Miniature Schnauzers 
were diagnosed with DCM. It is sad, but also hopeful. It’s available to read at https://outline.-
com/vmKdxX. 
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DCM Resources: 

University of Florida subclinical clinical trial information and application form are available at 
https://tinyurl.com/y4pkvqp6 

North Carolina State Veterinary Hospital: Pet Diets and Dilated Cardiomyopathy: a concise, 
easy to read two page flyer about DCM;  https://tinyurl.com/y5ksj7n3 

Taurine-Deficient (Nutritional) Dilated Cardiomyopathy Facebook Page; a very active group 
with the latest scientific educational information: https://www.facebook.com/groups/TaurineD-
CM/ 

FDA Investigation into Potential Link between Certain Diets and Canine Dilated Cardiomyopa-
thy: https://tinyurl.com/yydl272r  

MVMSC Annual Member Meeting and 
Specialty Update 

The MVMSC Specialty is October 12th, the 
weekend after the American Miniature 
Schnauzer Club Specialty show held in con-
junction with the Montgomery County Kennel 
Club All Terrier Show in Blue Bell, PA. Our 
show attracts many breeders/handlers and 
their Mini’s as they continue the show circuit 
or return home.  

Renting the hall in 2018 so the member 
awards celebration, meeting with elections 
and luncheon was indoors was so well re-
ceived that the Board has decided to do the 
same in 2019. Plus using Evite worked so 
well for RSVP’ing for our holiday party that 
the club is going to use it again for upcoming 
member activities, including the annual 
member luncheon/meeting. 

Club members are being asked to RSVP and 
commit to bringing a side dish to the lun-
cheon. The club will provide meat and bev-
erages such as soda and water. Evite was 
easy for everyone to use and it gives us a 
more accurate headcount of attendees.  

2019 Trophy Donors   

Thank you to those members 
that acknowledge the im-
portance of contributing 
to the clubs Trophy Fund. 
MVMSC provides trophies at three 
shows, Columbia Terrier Show in April, War-
renton Kennel Club in September and the 
MVMSC Specialty held in conjunction with 
the Catonsville Kennel Club Dog Show in 
October. Current donors are: 

Cynthia Bradshaw 
Leslie Cromer, Majestically Made Miniature 
Schnauzers 
June DeFontes 
Barbara Donahue 
Debi Durst, Sarius Schnauzers 
Bonnie Garris 
Michelle Gibbons 
Karen Hoffman, Earthsong Kennel 
Susan Pascal, in loving memory of Happy 
Hours He’s My Hero UD, RAE3  
Kelly Radcliffe 
Cindy Sanders 
Pamela Schott, Schottzie Miniature Schnau-
zers 
Janet Taylor, PIP’N Miniature Schnauzers 
Paula and Randy Tibbs, Evenstar Miniature 
Schnauzers 
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2019 Meeting and Program Announcements      

Member Meetings 
August or Sept: General dog health program 
by Dr. Karen Hoffman, DVM; date and loca-
tion TBD 

October 12: MVMSC Specialty; Catonsville Kennel Club Dog Show, Howard 
County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Road, West Friendship, MD 21794 (spe-
cialty). The club’s annual picnic, member awards, and elections. Held indoors, so 
come whether it’s rain or shine!  

November: Date and location are TBD 

December 1: Member Meeting and Holiday Party 

Board Meetings 

 Held the last Monday of every month at 8 pm via conference call. 

New… MVMSC Facebook Fun and Education Group  

People typically join a club because of similar 
interests and a desire to share information and 
learn. It’s hard for MVMSC members because 
we are such a geographically dispersed group. 
But to survive, we need member participation 
and the goal of this new FB group is to help us 
“informally get together”. 


This group has been started as a way for our 
members to get to know one another by sharing 
pictures, videos and information about our Mini 
Schnauzers. We hope you'll post about your 
Mini's performing their daily antics, training, 


competing in dog sports and conformation. This 
is the place for you to pose questions about 

your MS and ask real Schnauzer people for their 
opinions. We'll use the group to help educate 
members on various topics. The Board will also 
use this group to communicate information with 
members. 


This FB Group is for only us, the Mini Schnauzer 
loving members of MVMSC! 


The group privacy is set at "Secret" so only club 
members that are on Facebook and accept the 
invitation to join the group can 1) find the group, 
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2) post information and/or 3) see what you post. 
No one doing a search on Facebook will find this 
group and see that you are a member. We hope 
this provides our members with assurances that 
we value your right to privacy when using social 
media. 


All members were sent an email announcing the 
MVMSC Fun and Education FB Group. For 
those club members that don’t belong to Face-
book, consider joining and only participation in 
this secret group. WE understand if you want to 
stay away from other social media. 


So enjoy this new group and share your Mini's 
when they are angels as well as getting into 
trouble. When they are shaggy or after a groom-
ing. Working hard to catch birds and vermin in 
the neighborhood or rats in a tube at a Barn 
Hunt trial. Running in the backyard or running an 
agility course. Strutting their stuff in the confor-
mation ring or the family room. Let's share our 
beloved Mini Schnauzers with one another! 


If you need help engaging in this group, contact 
Barbara Donahue at 215-896-9666 or bar-
baramd_2000@yahoo.com


Rally Obedience for Fun and Bonding 

As Michael Jordan, one of the world’s most famous basketball play-
ers, said, “Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence win 
championships.” When you participate in an AKC Rally event, you get 
to show off both: Your dog’s talents and the teamwork between you. 

Think of an AKC Rally® event as any team 
sport: You and your dog navigate a course, 
side-by-side, as you steer him through a 
course of 10-20 different signs. Each of these 
signs provides instructions regarding the next skill that is to be per-
formed. The dog and handler move continuously throughout the 
course with the dog under control at the handler’s left side. There is a 
clear sense of teamwork between the dog and handler both during 
and between the numbered signs. Although each performance is 
timed, having a good race time is not the goal; it’s all about working 
as a team while performing the skills, with the dog under control. 

Started in 2005, AKC Rally is a fun family sport and participation increases each year. It’s a 
perfect starting point for those who are new to canine sports as AKC Rally provides a challeng-
ing introduction to all AKC Companion Events for dogs and handlers to strengthen their skills. 

Watch the AKC video at https://tinyurl.com/y5xaoguk to learn more about Rally Obedience. 

And remember that no matter how well trained your Mini Schnauzer is, they should be on-
leash when in an unfenced area. So be certain trials are held indoors or, if outdoors, the rings 
are enclosed with ring gates or snow fencing.  
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Barn Hunt Practice is Available at Majestic Farms 

MVMSC member Leslie Cromer would like all members to know she can be contacted to 
schedule Barn Hunt practices or Barn Hunt introductions at her farm in Shenandoah Junction, 
WV, approximately 30 minutes from Frederick, MD. Call her at 304-283-7726 or email at 
lesliecromer@aol.com for more information.  

Hint: many dogs get so excited smelling straw and rats that they want to mark on the straw. 
Bring a belly band or diaper for your dog so they get to enjoy rat hunting. In competition, dia-
pers and belly bands are not allowed and a dog is dismissed from the ring if they mark. 

These photo’s show Chase, rescued by New Jersey 
Schnauzer Rescue Network from a bad situation in Mary-
land, enjoying his first time doing Barn Hunt. He is on-leash 
and wearing a bellyband so he cannot mark on the straw. 

Helping Chase to discover       Chase now knows there is a rat in the 
the rat in the tube                 tube and investigates on his own 

Club Business: 

Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club  
Board Meeting Conference Call Minutes 
January 21, 2019  08:15 PM 

Board Members Present: Shawne Imler, Barbara Donahue, Kelly Radcliffe, Leslie Cromer 

Call To Order:  Shawne called the meeting to order at 8:15pm 

Kelly moved that, for the current meeting only, the board waive the requirement that five days' 
written notice be provided before a board meeting is held. Barbara seconded the motion and it 
passed.   
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Approval of Minutes: Barbara moved to accept minutes from the meeting in October, and Kelly 
seconded it. 

Kelly made a motion to take agenda items out of order, and Barbara seconded it. 

New Business:  

Resignation of club president: Paula Tibbs has resigned from the office of president and from 
the trophy committee. She has contacted Shawne and Kelly about making arrangements to 
turn over the club's property and records. We need to confirm what is to be returned (essential-
ly all items passed on by Laurese, club records, medallions, aprons, apron graphic, etc.), sta-
tus of upcoming shows, trophy lists, trophy purchases, etc. Kelly offered to contact Paula and 
will copy Shawne on the email. Kelly will also take care of removing Paula from the club's 
checking account and find out how many names of board members can be added to the ac-
count. 

After discussion about who might fill the Vice President position, it was decided to leave the 
position vacant at this time. A brief discussion took place concerning who might fill the Show 
committee Chair position.   

Leslie will send updates to AKC, AMSC, and Clubs about changes in MVMSC Officers.  

Barbara moved that, for one time only, MVMSC accept the late dues payments and reinstate 
the memberships of Michael Clay, Irina McDunnell, Tatiana Myers, Cindy Sanders, and Karen 
Surma. Kelly seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  

Barbara made a motion to adjourn.  Leslie seconded it and it passed unanimously.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:35pm. 

Approved May 20, 2019 as revised. 

Editor’s Note: Following the board's meeting in January, Paul reconsidered and requested to 
serve as the Trophy and Show committee chairperson. The board is in full agreement, and 
Paula is currently serving in these capacities. Her appointments will be ratified at our June 
meeting.  

Treasurers Report: 
Kelly reported the May 2019 treasury consists of General Fund: $6,878.60, Rescue Fund: 
$1,017.50, and Trophy Fund: $901.09. 
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