
July/August 2019 

Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club, serving Maryland, Virginia & Washington, DC since 1955 

“Celebrating the spirit of the Miniature Schnauzer” 

Presidents Letter 

What is a Club? 

The Cambridge Dictionary defines club as 
“an organization of people with a common 
purpose or interest, who meet regularly and 
take part in shared activities:" 

Whether you are a pet owner, breeder, show 
dog owner, participate in sports training, or 
help rescue MS, all of us have the common 
interest of Miniature Schnauzers.  And 
everyone one of us has knowledge to share 
and questions to ask. So participate in 
MVMSC by offering to host a member meet-
ing at a location near you, find a guest 
speaker, manage the holiday party arrange-
ments, submit stories of interest and pictures 
for our newsletter Beard & Brows, and post 
pictures of your Mini’s on the MVMSC pri-
vate FB page.  

Your club Board has a goal for 2020 of hold-
ing quarterly member meetings. So help us 
help the club to flourish and offer programs 
of interest to our members. If every member 
gets a little involved, it will add up to a lot of 
help.  

I also encourage club members to submit for 
our annual member awards; submissions 
are due now! The form is in this newsletter 
and also attached to the email. 

Sincerely 
Shawne Imler 
President 

2019 MVMSC Board of Directors  
and Committee Contacts: 

Shawne Imler, President: shawne698@gmail.com


Leslie Cromer, Secretary: lesliecromer@aol.com


Kelly Radcliffe, Treasurer: schnzrsrule@comcast.net


Barbara Donahue, Director / Newsletter Editor: bar-
baramd_2000@yahoo.com


Trophy and Specialty Show: Paula Tibbs, schnau-
zermom@hotmail.com


Webmaster: Kelly Radcliffe; Website: minischnau-
zer.org;


Membership: Barbara Donahue


Sept 15 Member Program Meeting 

MVMSC Member Dr. Karen Hoffman, DVM, 
will be providing a Miniature Schnauzer gen-
eral health and wellness presentation with a 
focus on dental care and diet for our breed. 
As a veterinarian and Miniature Schnauzer 
breeder, Karen is a wealth of breed specific 
information for our club members. Karen 
may also share some of the latest informa-
tion picked up on her August trip to the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation (CHF) Confer-
ence in St. Louis. The presentation will begin 
at 1:00 pm at Olney-Sandy Spring Veteri-
nary Hospital, 1300 Olney Sandy Spring Rd., 
Sandy Spring, MD 20860. Please RSVP by 
Aug 31 to the Evite invitation. 

It’s a Sunday, so plan to take a drive and 
learn something about Mini Schnauzers! 
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MVMSC Specialty, Luncheon, Awards, 
Member Meeting and Elections @ 
Catonsville Kennel Club Dog Show 

Now’s the time to mark your calendar and 
make plans to come out to see beautiful Mini 
Schnauzers, talk with club members and 
Schnauzer people from around the country, 
enjoy the luncheon and participate in the an-
nual member meeting! This year the show is 
on Saturday, October 12th and is again at 
the Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 Fair-
grounds Road, West Friendship, MD 21794. 

The Mini’s are normally in the ring around 
noon; ring # and time will be posted on In-
fodog (see “Huh? What’s an Infodog?” sto-
ry) as well as emailed to members and post-
ed on the club’s FB page. The club needs 
members to volunteer to 1) take photo’s 
ringside of the trophy table and competitors, 
2) luncheon set up and take down, 3) donate 
and bid on auction items and 4) a person to 
manage the auction and announce winners. 
All tasks are easy and can be performed by 
any club member. But we need YOU to vol-
unteer when you RSVP.  

Immediately following the conclusion of the 
Mini’s showing, the member meeting with 
awards, auction and luncheon will be held 
indoors at the Miniature Schnauzer groom-
ing area. Please bring your own chairs. 

Using the Evite electronic invitation for the 
2018 Holiday Party worked so well that we’ll 
be using it again for our member luncheon 
(and 2019 holiday party). Members will 
receive an email from Evite asking that they  
RSVP and sign up to bring a side dish or 
desert. The club will provide meat, bever-

ages and plates/silverware. Bring enough of 
your food item to feed 30-40 people.  
Reminder: Bring your check book or cash for 
the silent auction. There’s always something 
for everyone to add to their schnauzer col-
lection! 

Huh? What’s an Infodog? 
 
Infodog.com is a premier dog show website. 
InfoDog offers an exclusive database (and 
search utilities) of current and historical AKC 
Dog Shows. It shows information by state, all 
shows and all clubs. The InfoDog Results 
Calendar provides quick access to results 
information for AKC shows and trials. All 
MVMSC show information is available on 
infodog.com.  

Before a show is held, the premium is post-
ed to the website so fanciers can register for 
shows. All information about a show is listed 
in the premium- judges, prizes, RV reserva-
tions, show chairpeople, etc. About two 
weeks prior to a show, InfoDog posts on the 
“Show Info” tab a Judging Program that pro-
vides show details such as the names of 
dogs for each breed that are entered in the 
show, ring number, and estimated time each 
shown. Just search by state and date of the 
show for which you want the information. 

Go take a look at infodog.com and click on 
the “Show Info”, “Results”, “Show Entry”, 
“WABR” or Resources tabs to learn about 
dog shows. The WABR tab lists information 
about dogs. For instance, take a look at the 
listing for members Tatiana and Irina’s, Jose-
fina at this link http://infodog.com/my/dog-
page.htm?akc=RN+29730705. 
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Holiday Party Announcement 

It’s 90 degrees and hard to think about snow 
and holiday parties, but it has been a topic at 
recent Board meetings!  

In the past, club members have been very 
generous in providing us the opportunity to 
meet in their homes during what is the 
busiest time of year. So this year, we are try-
ing something different and have our holiday 
party at a restaurant.  

MVMSC will hold it’s annual Holiday Party on 
November 30 from 1:00 - 5:00 at the Turf 
Valley Resort, 2700 Turf Valley Road, Ellicott 
City, MD 21042. A private room has been re-
served, members will pre-select from a 
menu, pay for their own meals and a cash 
bar will be available. As always, we will have 
our gift exchange and silent auction. As the 
date approaches, more information will be 
provided and the Evite invitation sent to all 
members. 

Dilated Cardiomyopathy (DCM) 

The June issue of Beard & Brows had an 
article on DCM; hope all our members took 
the time to read it and do additional investi-
gation. 

MVMSC cares about the research being 
done to solve the DCM puzzle. The Board 
voted to provide a $250 donation to the Uni-
versity of Florida for their research project 
that includes Miniature Schnauzers. The 
club’s donation was made through the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation so that informa-
tion about the study results is available to us. 

Responsible Dog Owners of Maryland 

Purebred dogs and breeders are under at-
tack from animal rights organizations like 
PETA, HSUS and the ASPCA. States are 
passing legislation forcing pet stores to sell 
only rescue dogs and putting undue burdens 
on responsible breeders. As a purebred dog 
club, MVMSC is concerned with our mem-
bers continuing right to own well bred Minia-
ture Schnauzers.  

To help voice our members concerns and 
fight for our right to continue to own well 
bred MS, the MVMSC Board has voted to 
become a member of the Responsible Dog 
Owners of Maryland (RDOM). We chose 
Maryland because our club is incorporated in 
the state and it is where we hold our Special-
ty. 

To learn more about RDOM visit their web-
site at https://responsibledogownersofmary-
land.org 

Don’t think that “other people” are going to 
take care of legislation that is destructive to 
purebred dogs. You, our members, need to 
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help educate friends, family and the public 
about the importance of preserving purebred 
dogs. Click the legislation link on the RDOM 
website and see what legislation is being 
considered then contact your legislators  via 
office visits with your beautiful purebred Mini 
Schnauzer, email or phone calls to let them 
know your opinion about anti purebred legis-
lation. Most legislators do not know as much 
as you do about purebred dogs, so speak up 
about the virtues of your great dogs! Find out 
if your legislators have dogs, and if they do 
consider taking them a package of high qual-
ity dog treats for their pooch. They will al-
ways remember you and listen to what you 
have to say about dogs and the law! 

For our members in Maryland and other 
states, you can also check pending legisla-
tion that needs your help on the AKC Gov-
ernment Relations website at this link https://
www.akc.org/clubs-delegates/government-
relations/. MVMSC member Kelly Radcliffe 
serves as co-chair of the Legislative Com-
mittee of the American Miniature Schnauzer 
Club. 

2019 Program Announcements     

Member Meetings 

Sept 15, 1:00: General dog health program 
by Dr. Karen Hoffman, DVM; see page 1 for 
details. 

October 12: MVMSC Specialty; Catonsville 
Kennel Club Dog Show, Howard County 
Fairgrounds, 2210 Fairgrounds Road, West 
Friendship, MD 21794 (specialty) ; see page 
2 for details 

Holiday Party: November 30 from 1:00 - 5:00 
at the Turf Valley Resort, 2700 Turf Valley 
Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042; see page 3. 

Board Meetings 
Held the last Monday of every month at 8 pm 
via conference call 

MVMSC Member Private Facebook Page 
Reminder 

Some members have been posting great 
pictures and videos of their Mini’s at shows 
and just having fun at home. Plus we post 
club announcements and information on the 
page. 

If you are not yet participating but would like 
to show fellow members what you and your 
Schnauzers are doing, becoming a member 
is simple.  

First, you must have a Facebook account. 
Then send a “friend request” to Barbara 
Donahue (there’s a schnauzer doing agility 
in her FB profile picture) and send a text 
message that you want to be invited to our 
club page. Barbara will send you the invita-
tion; accept it. It is then your choice as to 
whether to remain friends or unfriend her. 
The way private FB groups work, only Bar-
bara can invite you to the group.  

Look forward to more members participating! 

See Member Win Submissions on Page 5 
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Congratulations to  
Our Members! 

 

On August 4, 2019, at the Blue Ridge Dog 
Training Club's Rally Obedience Trial in Win-
chester, VA, Bing (Ernhart's Going My Way), 
owned, trained and trialed by member Joan 
Baker, earned his AKC Rally Excellent Title. 
This is a wonderful accomplishment. Con-
gratulations, Team Bing! 

 

Members Tatiana Myers and Irina Kravchik 
McDunnel are pleased to introduce their new 
Grand Champion (pending AKC approval ). 
Shazzam Of Oz Solar Storm (GCHS Min-
uteman Up With The Birds x GCHS Shaz-
zam Of Oz Tactical Solution ). 

Stormy finished at the Penn Treaty Kennel 
Club trial in Harrisburg, PA on August 9th 
with another nice Breed win. 

Congratulation to all involved into making 
and raising of this beautiful dog! 

Have a win to celebrate with members? Email a photo and description for inclusion 
in the newsletter to barbaramd_2000@yahoo.com. Please confirm it was received. 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Club Business: 

Mount Vernon Miniature Schnauzer Club
Board Meeting Minutes
Conference Call
June 24, 2019 

The meeting was called to order by President Shawne Imler at 8:15 PM. 

Board members in attendance included: Barbara Donahue, Shawne Imler, Kelly Radcliffe, and 
Leslie Cromer 

Guests in attendance included: Paula Tibbs
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting (May 20, 2019):  Kelly moved to approve the minutes from the 
last meeting on May 20, 2019. Shawne seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

President's Report: Shawne stated the need for a nominating committee by the end of the 
June (within a week).

Treasurer's Report: Kelly reported that the club has $8,729.43 in the bank, broken out as fol-
lows: $6,952.26 General Fund, $759.67 Trophy Fund, and $1,017.50 Rescue Fund -- 
$8,729.43 Total Funds. There are no outstanding bills or deposits.

Secretary's Report: Leslie reported that after Paula's resignation from President, the Board 
unanimously agreed to reappoint her as show/trophy chair.

Applications for Membership:  None 

Committee Reports:

Membership: Shawne reported that no one has offered to serve as membership committee 
chair. Barbara volunteered to take on the role. Kelly moved to appoint Barbara as the new 
membership chairperson and Shawne seconded it. The motion passed unanimously. Barbara, 
as the new chairperson, will review and edit the new member packets. She will need electronic 
copies of each of the documents that Paula presented at the last meeting as well as the other 
items the board discussed (the book from Schnauzers Shorts and pens). Paula discussed the 
previous contents in member packets. It was suggested that we eliminate any documents that 
don’t promote the MVMSC. Also, providing links to information rather than more hard copies of 
information, which would save printing and postage costs. Paula will bring a full package to the 
next meeting – copies for each board member and an extra, clean copy for Leslie (for the club 
records).

The topic of Membership Expectations was tabled until a future meeting.

Specialty Show / Supported Entries / Trophy Committee: Paula suggested that the club put to-
gether welcome bags for the exhibitors at our specialty and asked each board member to pur-
chase and donate an item such as pens, pads, poop bags, hand sanitizer, candy, etc. She also 
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suggested that the club purchase the bags and any additional items from the $1,200 specialty 
event line item. Paula noted that we would not know how many are entered until about two 
weeks prior to the show, but suggested that we put together 25 bags. After some discussion, 
the board agreed that we need more information before we can approve the idea, including the 
cost of the bags themselves. Barbara will send Paula the names of some of the companies 
she has used in the past. Paula will get several quotes and report back to the board before 
moving forward.

During the board’s discussion of the welcome bags, the $1,200 specialty event line item was 
discussed. It was determined that the $1,200 specialty event line item is part of the club’s 
General Fund. Kelly offered to back through the financial records to ensure that all specialty 
event charges are charged correctly.

The food provided at the Specialty luncheon was discussed and the board agreed that we 
would send a notice to all members and ask them to RSVP. Along with their RSVP, we will ask 
them to sign up to bring a side dish or dessert (we will remind them that we expect 30-40 peo-
ple to avoid running out of food). Shawne has the club’s plates, silverware, napkins, etc. and 
we should have enough of those items for this year’s luncheon. Kelly will contact Howard 
County Fairgrounds to check on the cost and to see if we can reserve the dining hall.

Paula reported that she has a few more trophies to purchase, but she knows what she’s going 
to buy and where she intends to purchase them. Sweepstakes and veterans will get Lori Bush 
notepads. A discussion on the trophies followed. It was recommended that the trophy chair 
provide the trophy list to the board at the same time that it is provided to the host kennel club 
for the premium list. The list will be published in the newsletter after the specialty. Shawne of-
fered to take the photos of the trophy table and send them to Barbara for the newsletter. Be-
ginning with the specialty, the show chair will begin providing information on the show and the 
results to Vicki Kubic for the AMSC Facebook page, to Carla Borelli for AMSCope, and to Tania 
Kidd for Schnauzers Shorts. A write-up and photos should be provided. The board also dis-
cussed the idea of posting something to the AMSC list to encourage people to stick around af-
ter the Montgomery shows. Shawne recommended that the post be done in the beginning of 
September so that people have a chance to enter.

Rescue: Shawne moved to appoint Barbara and Kelly as rescue committee co-chairs. Leslie 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Unfinished Business: 

Constitution / Bylaws: The Board needs to review and approve any changes and then the 
changes need to be presented to membership for a vote before sending to AKC. Kelly ex-
pressed her thoughts on keeping the bylaws from becoming too restrictive. The board tabled 
this item until board members have a chance to review the initial draft.
 
Approval of purchase made by Paula from Schnauzer Shorts, "The New You and Your 
Schnauzer.” Leslie moved to approve the purchase of 100 copies of “The New You and Your 
Schnauzer.” Shawne seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
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Committee Description Write-Ups: Kelly expressed the importance of written descriptions 
about what is involved in each committee and position as we try to recruit people to fill these 
assignments. Barbara moved that the current active committees develop guidelines and sub-
mit them to the board by December 31, 2019. She further moved that board members and any 
member volunteers work on developing guidelines for inactive committees and submit those 
guidelines to the board by March 31, 2020. Shawne seconded the motion and it passed unan-
imously. Kelly offered to work with all volunteers on drafting the guidelines.

Discussion on possible locations for Holiday Party and Member Meetings. It’s been difficult to 
confirm a date/time with Karen Hoffman for the seminar in September. Shawne will call her. 
Shawne knows of some locations in her area for possible meetings, such as a park, Bear 
Branch Nature Center, or at a local church. She will give us the names of some of these places 
to that the board can investigate further.

The Holiday Party location at Friendly Farms, Turf Valley, or Carol Baldwin Hall was discussed. 
Maria’s at Turf Valley is a private space with views of the golf course and fountain, and in-
cludes access to the outdoor patio. Room rental is $150. Maximum capacity is 30 guests. 
There is another, much larger room, for $200. After discussion, the board agreed to move for-
ward with the $150 room if it’s available (the $200 room is the back-up option). Members will 
be pay for their meals ($26 per person plus tax and gratuity). The party will be held on Decem-
ber 1 during the day. Barbara will make the arrangements.
 
Discussion on Specialty Show/Supported Entries in the future, including Catonsville’s question 
about expanding our support to cover two events in one day. Some basic questions were 
raised, including whether our club could support all of the shows, whether an additional event 
at Catonsville would mean that we drop another supported entry, what we would need in terms 
of the trophy fund budget, etc. No decisions were made, and it was suggested that we make a 
decision on Warrenton after this year’s show and continue the discussion then.

New Business 

Appointment of Nominating Committee: Shawne nominated Barbara, Rich Edwards, and Ta-
tiana Myers to serve as the nominating committee. Kelly moved to accept the nominations, 
Leslie seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
 
Distribution of Updated Member Directory: Kelly will update the roster and send it out to the 
board.

Adjournment

Kelly moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 PM. Barbara seconded and the meeting was ad-
journed. 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